
Is the 
suspension 

strongly acid 
or alkaline?

Use Whatman™ 
ashless 

quantitative 
filter papers

Lowest ash. Medium
retention and flow rate.

Tough and resistant.
#540 8 74 0.005

Is high wet 
strength 
required?

Filter paper decision chart
This chart will indicate the right filter paper for your application

*7cm effective filter diameter or 38cm2 effective filter area.
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Lowest ash. Very fast
filtration for coarse or

gelatinous precipitates.
#541 22 428 0.005

Very fast filtration of 
coarse or gelatinous 

precipitates.
#542 2.7 16 0.005

Worldwide quantitative
standard. Medium  

speed and retention.
#40 8 40 0.007

Intermediate in  
retention and flow rate 
between #40 and 41.

#43 16 80 0.007
Very fast filtration of 
coarse or gelatinous 

precipitates.
#41 20 240 0.007

Finest particle  
retention of all 

quantitative grades.
#42 2.5 6 0.007

Thin version of #42.
Lower ash per circle.#44 3 12 0.007

Highly glazed surface  
finest retention.#50 2.7 7 0.015

Medium speed
and retention.#52 7 68 0.015

Very fast filtration of 
coarse or gelatinous 

precipitates.
#54 22 344 0.015

Medium retention 
with creped surface.#91 10 188 N/A

Medium retention, 
general purpose  

filter paper.
#93 10 93 N/A

Medium speed
and retention.#113 30 850 N/A

Very fast filtration of 
coarse or gelatinous 

precipitates.
#114 25 238 N/A

Finest retention of
qualitative grades.#5 2.5 6 <0.06

Slightly faster 
than #5.#6 3 26 0.15

General purpose 
medium retention 
and flow rate filter.

#1 11 55 <0.06

Slightly more retentive 
and thicker than #1.#2 8 40 <0.06

Double the thickness of  
#1 Strong Absorbent.#3 6 33 <0.06

Fast filtration of  
coarse particles and 

gelatinous precipitates.
#4 25 257 <0.06

Order your sample at cytiva.com
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Is the 
precipitate to 
be recovered 

from filter 
surface?

Is the
precipitate

fine?

Is the
precipitate
coarse or

gelatinous?

No

Is the 
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fine?

Is the 
precipitate 
coarse or 
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No
Is the 
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fine?
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Is the 
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Is the 
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Yes

No
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Is the 
precipitate 
coarse or 

gelatinous?

Yes

No

# = Whatman™ Grade Number

= Particle retention (μm)

= Water flow rate: ml/min*

= Ash (%)

Key:

Pre-folded formats available:

1. Pleated or fan-fold
2. Quadrant  
3. Cone  
4. Pyramid

Yes

Yes

Is the 
precipitate  

to be ashed?

Use Whatman™ 
qualitative  

filter papers

1. 2. 3. 4.
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